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Abstract

Background and Aims: Cervical cancer is a common malignancy among women
worldwide and is one of the preventable cancers. This study aimed to determine
women’s awareness of cervical cancer, its risk factors, and preventive strategies.
Materials and Methods: This cross-sectional study was conducted among 1,114
women attending the specialized outpatient clinic of Samen Al-Aemeh Hospital in
Bojnurd, Iran, during summer 2025. Data were collected using a researcher-
developed questionnaire assessing demographic characteristics and awareness of
cervical cancer. The obtained data were then analyzed using SPSS software
(version 26), the Kolmogorov-Smirnov, Chi-square, Friedman, Wilcoxon with
Bonferroni correction, and multinomial logistic regression tests. Statistical
significance was set at 0.05.

Results: The mean age of participants was 33.1 years. The mean overall awareness
score was 12.7+5.7, indicating a moderate level of awareness. The highest
awareness was related to preventive measures and screening, while the lowest
was related to initial recognition of cervical cancer. Only 15.1% of women had
good awareness. Increasing age was associated with higher odds of moderate
awareness (OR=1.395, 95% Cl: 1.216-1.600, P<0.001) and good awareness
(OR=1.307, 95% CI: 1.090-1.568, P=0.004). Education, household income, and
place of residence were also significantly associated with awareness level.
Conclusion: Targeted educational programs and broad access to health
information may improve women’s awareness and participation in cervical cancer
prevention and screening.
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