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Abstract

Background and Aim: Privacy, as a complex phenomenon, has different meanings in the
health care system. Measuring the concept is essential for care providers. The study aimed to
design and psychoanalyze the privacy tools of hospitalized patients.

Materials and Methods: The current study is a combined sequential exploratory study for
instrument making that was conducted with three consecutive stages in 2018. First, the
concept of inpatient privacy was defined using a hybrid concept analysis model. Then, items
were produced based on the findings. Eventually, 300 patients admitted to public hospitals in
Tehran completed the instrument census using the census sampling method to evaluate the
psychometric properties of the instrument.

Results: According to the results, the initial pool of questions included 91 items, which was
reduced to 74 items by eliminating duplicate items. The content validation remained a total of
19 items after the formal validation. The content validity index of the whole instrument was
0.81. The results of exploratory factor analysis including three factors of personal, psycho-
social, and spiritual-religious privacy were determined by explaining 45.5% of the total
variance. Reliability was obtained using Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.856 and an intra-
class correlation of 0.95.

Conclusion: The research findings provide new insights to understand the meaning of
patients' privacy and Patient Privacy Instrument (PPI) is introduced as a simple, valid and
reliable tool for measuring the privacy of adult inpatients in inpatient wards.
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